Abraham  Lincoln 
Quotations  &  Sayings 

Spurious 

"If  I  Had  Time  to 
Answer... Ten  Angels 
Swearing  I  Was  Right..." 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other  sources 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


President  Lincoln  on  Newsi-apkb  Attacks 
Col.  Halplne  tells  the  following  characteristic  story: 

Our  late  President  was  once  speaking  about  an  at- 
tacU  made  on  him  by  the  Committee  on  the  Conduct 
of  the  War,  for  a  cortain  alleged  blunder,  or  some- 
thing worse,  in  the  Southwes£-tue  matter  involved 
being  one  which  had  fallen  directly  under  the  obser- 
vation of  the  officer  to  whom  he  was  talking  who 
possessed  official  evidence  completely  upsetting  all 
the  conclusions  of  the  committee. 

"Mlthtltnotbe  well  for  me,"  queried  the  officer, 
"to  set  this  matter  right  in  a  letter  to  some  paper 
stating  the  facts  as  they  actually  transpired? 

"Oh,  no,"  replied  the  President;  "at  least  not  now. 
If  I  were  to  try  to  read,  much  less  answer,  all  the  at- 
tacks made  on  mo.  this  shop  might  as  well  be  closed 
lor  any  other  business.  I  do  the  very  best  I  know 
how,  the  very  best  I  can ;  and  I  mean  to  keep  doing 
so  until  the  end.  Tf  the  end  brings  me  out  all  rigttt, 
what  is  said  against  me  won't  amount  to  anything. 
If  the  end  brings  me  out  wspng,  ten  angels  swearing 
I  was  right  would  make  no  difference." 


Col,  Chas.  G.  Halpin,  not  unknown  as  "Miles  G9Heilly,» 
has  taken  charge  of  the  H.  T.  Citizen,  in  doing  which  (and  as 
indication  of  his  own  purposes)  h©  is  ^reminded  of  a  little  story,* 
and  that  of  Mr.  Lincoln: 

»Our  late  President  was  once  speaking  about  an  attack 
made  on  him  by  the  Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War  for  a 
certain  alleged  blunder,  or  something  worse,  in  the  Southwest— 
the  matter  involved  being  one  which  had  fallen  directly  under 
the  observation  of  the  officer  to  whom  he  was  talking,  who  possessed 
official  evidence  completely  upsetting  all  the  Conclusions  of 
the  committee. 

"•Might  it  not  be  well  for  me,«  eueried  the  officer, 
1  to  set  this  matter  right  in  a  letter  to  some  paper,  stating  the 
facts  as  they  actually  transpired!* 

«'0h,  no}  replied  the  President?  «&t  least  not  now. 
If  I  were  to  try  to  read,  much  less  answer,  all  the  attacks  made 
on  me,  this  shop  might  as  well  be  closed  for  any  other  business. 
I  do  the  very  best  2  know  how,  the  very  best  I  can?  and  2  mean  to 
keep  doing  so  until  the  end.    If  the  end  brings  me  out  all  right, 
what  is  said  against  me  won*  t  amount  to  anything.    If  the  end  brings 
me  out  wrong,  tea  angels  swearing  I  was  right  would  make  no  differ- 
ence.' > 


Lincoln's  Standard 

t„  °est  I  can,  and  I  mean 
ine  end.  If  the  end  brine's 

amount  *i      me  Von't 

mfkl      ?,  ****  would 
maKe  n°  difference. 

/^-Abrahaio  Lincoln 


DO  YOUR  BEST 

"f  DO  the  best  1  know.  The  very  best 
1  I  can;  and  I  mean  to  keep  right  on 
doing  so  until  the  end.  If  the  end  brings 
me  out  all  right,  what  is  said  against  me 
won't  amount  to  anything.  If  the  end 
brings  me  out  wrong,  ten  angels  swearing 
I  was  right  would  make  no  difference." 


— Abraham  Lincoln. 


-?7<r^.    /  J  2  f 


<;/>VflU  MAY  UHDEBSTANPMg 


stall  not 

_  tty  to  wad. 

much  less  ans«* 
ail  the  criticisms 

of  me  and  my. 
associates.  Dse  *Ws 

cWa  for  any  othw- 
business.  " 


THAT'S  -  <3  OOD-EN(?U611rF^R-MB 


1  can;  and  1  mean  to  Ke*>  em 
so  until  the  «ul.  Kthe  end . 


[,.■»■■       :  ■ 


Abe  Lincoln  is  furnishing  Will  Hays  With  the  abo 
of  Trade  for  action  on  picture  deliveries  The  board 
passes  on  their  legality,  have  been  instructed  to  ha 
conspicuous  part  of  their  outer  offices. 

The  32  secretaries,  mostly  women  and  college  I 
calm  and  answer  all  questions  regarding  contract 
biage  However,  everybody  in  the  Hays  office  !S 
while  the  moral  lesson  is  in  progress. 

-Shut-down  has  other  points  in  its  fa>or  for  th 
centlate  on  annual  reports  which,  in  other  years, 
son.  e 


ve  alibi  to  frantic  exhibs  appealing  to  Film  Boards 
s  closed  for  business  until  Federal  Judge  Thacher 
n'g  the  humble  Lincoln  and  his  answer  in  the  most 


olb   at  that,  are  instructed  to  maintain  their  usual 
ural  troubles  with  a  stiff  finger  pointed  at  the  ver- 
happy  since  they're  being  retained  on  the  payroll 

e  secretaries.    It  gives  them  an  opportunity  to  con- 
kept  them  working  far  Into  the  night  at  this  sea- 


YOTK  CITY  VA»nrr> 

BfiCEMBEIt  4.  1929 
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"If  I  were  trying  to  read,  much  less 
answer  all  the  attacks  made  on  me,  this 
shop  might  well  be  closed  for  any  other 
business.  I  do  the  best  I  know  how,  the 
very  best  I  can;  and  I  mean  to  keep  on 
doing  it  to  the  end.  If  the  end  brings 
me  out  all  right,  what  is  said  against  me 
will  not  amount  to  anything.  If  the 
end  brings  me  out  all  wrong,  ten  angels 
swearing  I  was  right  would  make  no 
difference." 


mmmmmmmmmm 


THE  VERY  BEST  I  CAN;  AND  I  MEAN  TO  KEEP  DOING 
SO  UNTIL  THE  END.  IF  THE  END  BRINGS  ME  OUT 
ALL  RIGHT,  WHAT  IS  SAID  AGAINST  ME  WON'T 
AMOUNT  TO  ANYTHING.  IF  THE  END  BRINGS  ME 
OUT  WRONG,  TEN  ANGELS  SWEARING  I  WAS  RIGHT 
WOULD  MAKE  NO  DIFFERENCE. 

LINCOLN  NATIONAL 

BANK  of  Newark  <  v^J  | 


er.     F.  A.  Blethen,  W.  K.  Blethen,  Associates.      MONDAY,  FEBRUARY  12,  1940. 


HE  WILL  NEVER  DIE         -:-         -:.  By  Jack  Winter 

■  v.-M  aOTTn^— —    " 


LINCOLN  LIBRARY 
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R.     D.  PACKARD 


2576  Ash ton  Road 
Cleveland  Heights,  Ohio 
November  2,  194-3 


Dr.  L.  A.  Warren 
Lincolnian  Publishers 
Box  1110 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 
Dear  Dr.  Warren: 

I  would  appreciate  if  you  could  tell  me  where  to  find  the 
quotation  from  Lincoln  in  which  he  mentions  the  fact  that 
if  his  decisions  were  wrong  that  ten  thousand  angels, 
swearing  he  was  right  would  not  make  any  difference^ 
the  future  generations.  /I 


I  think  you  will  know  from  that  which  one  1  /mean.  Thanks 
a  lot.  //    /  / 


RDPackard/ mn 


H?«  B*  X>«  B&e&ard 

25T6  Aa&tett  Boad 
Clersiaad  Halite,  (Mo 

%  daar  JIp#  X-actar&f 

ctuotation  vMeh  you  wfw  to  stout 
Lincoln  doing  the  T«ry  ^ast  Ha  eouM  wis  first 
pa&Hs&ed  In  irarik  Leslie's  sie**paj;er      *Tbh»  XI, 
1855,  J^«»  19?  *   2t  ifi  a  hMMgr  station  and  I 
m  Imppy  to  a&elose  t&e  fcsfcir®  paragyerti  aa  It 
app©aa?a  5n  the  newspaper. 

Tetfy  t&tOj  yews, 


Enc* 


Director 


1 


J.   STEPHEN   W ATKINS 
COMMISSIONER     OF  HIGHWAYS 


Commonwealth  of  Kentucky 

Department  of  Highways  REC*C Afflft 


FRANKFORT 

March  3,  1944. 


UFsm 


Lincoln  Life  Insurance  Company, 
1301-27  South  Harrison  Street, 
Port  Wayne,  Indiana. 

Gentlemen: 

I  would  like  to  have  the  saying 
Lincoln  which,   in  effect,   is  this: 

"If  I  had  time  to  answer  all 
letters  of  criticism  sent  to  me, 
then  I  would  not  be  able  to  do  any- 
thing else." 


of 


-'-hanking  you,  I  am, 


Very  truly  yours, 


J.    STEPHEN  WATKIUS, 
<TSW:J  COMMISSIONER  OF  HIGHWAYS. 


mroh  25,  19*A 


Mr.  J.  Stephen  Watkins 
Commissioner  of  Highways 
Dept.  of  Highways 
Frankfort,  Ky, 

Hjr  dear  Mr.  tjatkine: 

Bud  to  my  absence  from  the  office  for  many 
weeks  I  have  found  little  time  to  trace  down  the  quo- 
tation which  you  eubmitted  in  your  recent  letter  stating 
If  I  had  tins  to  answr  all  letters  of  criticism  sent 
to  ess,  then  I  would  not  he  able  to  do  anything  else." 

Apparently  this  quotation  is  not  found  in  any 
of  the  writings  of  Abraham  Lincoln  but  it  is  recorded  in 
Leslie's  Weekly  for  June  17,  l86"5  and  I  take  pleasure 
in  attaching  a  copy  of  the  complete  quotation  as  it  there 
appears. 

Tory  truly  yours, 


LAShvff 


Director 


Col.  Chss.  0.  Halpin,  not  unknown  as  "Miles  C^Betlly," 
baa  taken  charge  of  the  ii.  t*  Citizen,  in  doing  which  (and  as 
indication  of  hisown  purposes)  he  is  "reminded  of  a  little  story,* 
and  that  ofMr.  Lincoln; 

"Our  late  President  was  once  so eating  about  an  attack 
made  on  him  by  the  Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  the  'far  for  a  certain 
alleged  blunder,  or  something  worse,  in  the  Souths® at  -  the  matter 
Involved  being  one  which  had  fallen  directly  under  the  observation 
of  the  officer  to  whom  he  was  talking,  who  possessed  official 
evidence  completely  upsetting  all  the  conclusions  of  the  committee. 

"'Might  it  not  he  well  for  me,*  queried  the  officer, 
•to  set  this  Matter  right  in  8  letter  to  seise  paper,  stating  the 
facts  as  they  actually  transpired,  f* 

w,0h,  nc,*  replied  the  President;  *  at  least  act  now. 
If  I  were  to  try  to  read,  much  less  answer,  all  the  attacks;  ssade 
on  asm,  this  shop  might  ae  well  he  closed  for  any  othor  business. 
2  do  the  very  best  I  know  how,  the  very  bent  I  can;    and.  I  mean  to 
keep  doing  io  until  the  end.  If  las  eal  brings  me  out  all  right,  what 
is  said  against  me  won't  amouat  to  anything.  If  the  end  brings  me 
out  wrong,  ten  angels  swearing  I  vat  right-  would  make  no  difference. ' 


Frank  Leslie1  s  Illustrated  8«fsp&ger 


Htm  Iff  1865. 


f 
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NEW  YORK  POST,    MONDAY,  MAY  7,  1964 


'ADVICE 


ALL  YOUR  QUESTIONS  ANSWERED 


Lover's  more  like  her  son 


DEAR  ABBY:  I'm  a  29- 
year-old  divorced 
mother  of  two  boys.  I 
own  my  own  home  and 
am  involved  with  a  20- 
year-old  man.  We've 
been  living  together  for 
two  years.  It  was  my 
idea  that  he  move  in.  He 
wanted  to  marry  me, 
but  I  hesitated  because 
of  one  failed  marriage 

He's  very  intelligent, 
responsible  for  his  age 
and  is  great  with  my 
kids,  but  he  shows  his 
immaturity     by  con- 
stantly flirting  and  col- 
lecting    girls*  phone 
numbers. 
Last  week  I  found  him 
'  In  bed  with  a  young  girl. 
The  girl  said  she  was 
sorry  —  she  didn't  know 
he  was  "married"  and 
i  she  had  just  met  him  an 
'  hour  ago!  I  told  him  to 
pack  his  clothes  and  get 
out. 

He's  been  gone  a  week 
and  wants  to  come  back. 
This  is  not  the  first  time 
something  like  this  has 
happened.  He  lies  and 
can't  be  trusted. 

Do  you  think  the  dif- 
ference in  our  ages  has 


DEAR 
ABBY 


.  .  _  » 


anything  to  do  with 
this?  I  miso  him.  Should 
I  take  him  back?  He's 
good  in  bed. 

,  — CONFUSED 
DEAR  CONFUSED: 
He  should  be  good  in 
bed.  He's  probably  had  a 
lot  of  practice.  I  think 
the  difference  In  your 
ages  has  a  lot  to  do  with 
it.  He's  still  a  little  boy 
who  needs  mothering. 
You  need  a  man,  not  an- 
other son.  Don't  let  him 
come  back.  He's  using 
you. 

*  ★  ★ 

DEAR  ABBY:  I'm  a 

"83-year-old  single 
woman  who  has  chosen 
to  remain  childless  even 
if  I  decide  to  marry. 

Many  people  (includ- 
ing my  mom)  mske  me 
.feel  guilty  about  my 
decision.  They  say  that 
one  day  when  I'm  old 
and  alone,  I  will  regret 


not  having  children  and 
'.grandchildren. 

Sorry,  I  just  can't  buy 

that  line  of  thinking. 
.  How  can  I  shut  people 

up  when  they  start 
.harping  on  this  subject? 

—  NO  KIDS 
DEAR  NO  KIDS: 
First,  nobody  can  make' 
/you  feel  guilty.  If  you 
feel  guilty,  it's  because 
you  choose  to.  You  cant 
shut  people  up,  but  you 
can  abruptly  change  the 
subject,  tune  the  bores 
out  or  absent  yourself 
■from  their  company. 

"DEAR  ABBY:  "Mrs. 
D."  wrote:  "I've  enjoyed 
—your  column  for  many 
years.  It  was  so  witty, 
with  just  the  right  an- 
swers to  some  very  real  j 
problems.     Will  you 
please  return  to  those  ! 
days  and  skip  all  the  lec-  ' 
tures     and  sermons 


you've  been  running  of 
late?  Also,  please  let  the 
Food  and  Drug  Admin- 
istration buy  space  in 
the  .  newspapers  and 
^medical  journals  to 
warn  people  about  com- 
Dining  drugs  with  cer- 
tain foods." 

I  think  Mrs.  D.  is  but  of 
line.  Be  that  as  it  may, 
when  Fiorello  La 
Guardia  was  mayor  .of 
New  York  City,  he  hung 
above  his  desk  at  City 
Hall  this  pronounce- 
ment by  Abraham  Lin- 

"If  I  were  to  try  to " 
read,  much  less  answer, 
ajl  the  attacks  made  on 
me,  this  shop  might  as 
well  be  closed  for  any 
other  business.  I  do  the 
very  best  I  know  how  — 
the  very  best  I  can,  and  I 
mean  to  keep  doing  so 
until  the  end.  If  the  fcnd  I 
•brings  me  out  all  right, 
what  is  said  against  me 
won't  amount  to  any-  j 
thing.  If  the  end  brings 
me  out  wrong.  10  angels 
swearing  I  was  right 
would  make  do  differ- 
ence." i 
ARTHUR  H.  PRINCE  , 


B0NUS-4E 


^^^^^  WoH 


Strive  to  persevere 

DEAR  ABBY:  Don  Richter  of  Leesburg,  Ga.,  wrote: 
"Stick  to  the  advice  to  the  lovelorn,  Abby,  and  stop  being  a 
public  forum  for  cryba- 
bies." 

Abby,  I  think  Mr. 
Richter  is  out  of  line. 
Be  that  as  it  may, 
when  Fiorello  La 
Guardia  was  the 
mayor  of  New  York 
City  (1933  to  1945),  he 
hung  above  his  desk  at 
City  Hall  this  pro- 
nouncement by  Abra- 
ham Lincoln: 

"If  I  were  to  try  to 
read,  much  less  an-  —    ;  . 

swer  all  the  attacks  made  on  me,  this  shop  might  as  well 
be  closed  for  any  other  business.  I  do  the  very  best  I  know 
how  —  the  very  best  I  can;  and  I  mean  to  keep  doing  so 
until  the  end.  If  the  end  brings  me  out  all  right  what  is 
said  against  me  won't  amount  to  anything.  If  the  end 
brings  me  out  wrong,  10  angels  swearing  I  was  right  would 
make  no  difference."  -  Arthur  H.  Prince,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

DEAR  ARTHUR  PRINCE:  What  a  reassurmg  treas- 
ure your  letter  is!  ,.  ,  ,    ,  j 
I  may  take  a  page  out  of  Mayor  La  Guardia  s  book,  and 
have  Abraham  Lincoln's  eloquent  pronouncement  framed 
to  hang  over  my  desk. 


PEAR  ABBY 


9      ,  4< 


V*1 


f  I  were  to  tr>'  to  read,  much  less  answer, 
all  the  attacks  made  on  me,  this  shop 
might  as  well  be  closed  for  any  other 
business.  1  do  the  very  best  I  know  how— the 
Very  best  J  can;  and  I  mean  to  keep  on  doiiy> 
«>  until  the  end.  If  the  end  brings  me  out  all 
•right,  what  is  said  against  me  won't  amount  to. 
anything.  If  the  end  brings  me  out,  wrong, 
ten  angels  swearing  I  Was  right  would  make  no 
difference;* M 


,k  S|*«he»  and  Presidential  address** »», 
by  Abraham  tintolu 


Duty  As  Seen  By  Lincoln 

«H  I  toere  to  try  to  read,  much  less 
answer,  all  the  attacks  made  on  m  e  dns 
shop  might  as  well  be  elosed  for  any  other 
t^iaothe^bestlkno^ho-- 

the  very  best  I  can;  and  I  mean  to  keep 
doing  so  until  the  end.  1/ the  end  bnngs 
t  oLaU  right,  .hat  is  said  agamst  me 

w„n't  amount  to  an^th.ng.  If  * 
brings  me  out  wrong,  ten  angels  s^cear 
1„g  I  was  right  u-ould  make  no 
difference. " 

Dur,ng  the  Civil  War  some  painters  were ^working 

\  He  too,  * J*-W£ 

the  man  left,  one  of  the  pamters  ^  ^ 

•  Mr.  Lincoln,  how  .'^  pre Went  then 

^S^tr^  Pnnt.  ahove. 
The  immorta!  Lincoln  in  his  day  had  abn.  heaped 

humanity. 
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